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WASHINCTGN — The family oi 
John F. Kennedy "ha^ turned over tc 
' the government X ra>s and autopsy 
h photographs of the lat* President 
\ mder restrictions that mayprevent 
he general public from Viewing 
1 hem for many years. V 

The Justice Department said 
Tuesday night there will be no pub- 
lic Ldisp lay of the material picturing 
therissassinated President's massive 
wound at least during the lives of 
his close family, including his two 
young children. 

However, under conditions laid 
down by the President's widow and 
two brothers, the photographic re- 
cords will be immediately available 
[to any official federal agency. 

Unofficial investigators can see 
the material only with the consent 
of the Kennedy family's legal repre- 
sentative, Burke Marshall, who 
served as assistant attorney general 
when Sen. Robert F. Kennedy (D- 
•N.Y.) was attorney general. 

Infrequent Permission 

Justice Department officials said 
that granting any such consent 
would be exceptional during the 
first five years of the agreement. Af- 
Xer five years, recognized experts in 
^pathology and related sciences will 
; be given access to the materials at 
the discretion of the family repre- 
sentative. f . 

The material Includes 14 X rays, 
25 black-and-white negatives and 26 
color, 4-by-5-inch transparencies — ; 
65 different pictures in all. They 
were taken during the three-hour 
autopsy, performed at the Bethesda 
(Md.) Naval Hospital the night of 
the assassination, Nov. 22, 1963. 

Much of the recent criticism of the 
Warren Commission's report on the 
assassination has focused on the fact 

that these pictures have 
not been available. Soma 
critics have contended 
that the material could 
shed light on the nature 
of the President's wounds 
and provide information 
fundamental to their chal- 
lenge of the Warren re- 
port. 

However, Justice De- 
p a r t in e n t officials de- 

r scribed the material Tues- 
day night as "corrobora- 
tive" of conclusions 
, reached by the Warren 
Commission. These officials 
also said the, material did 
not run^cQufrter to any of 



me commission .iiseu. \ 
decided not tQ wiew the X d 
rays and photographs, act- ( 
ing instead on the biasfa of 
testimonyiJjDy the three 
doctor g.. who performed 
the autopsy:* The doctors 
took the position, Justice 
Department officials said* 
that the . material would,, 
not add anything to their 
testimony, br change /the 
views the^expressed. 

* Doctors* Testimony 

w The, doctor^ testified be- 
fore t*he Warren Commis- 
sion on March 16, 1>9(54. 
They a 3 id then that -the 
X rays jpid phot qgrapK ta- 
ken thtf hight-.p£the autop- 
sy Were not developed 
that time .but instead were 
burned oyer'' by their su- 
periors to either the FBI 
or the Secret Service. 

1 Justice Department offi- 
cials said Tuesday night 
they could shed no light 
on how the Kennedy fami- 
ly obtained the X rays and 
photographs. 

The officials did say 
that two of the doctors, J. 
J,- IJumes and J. Thornton 
BoSwell, both Navy com- 
manders at the time of the 
autopsy, *u4Jjenticaifed 
Tuesday t h e Xraysanrl 
photographs turned over 
to the government by the 
family. According to the 
officials, the two doctors 
also said these X rays and 
photographs were all that 
were taken. 

The third member of 
the autopsy team. Army 
Col, Pierre A. Finck, is 
now in Vietnam^ ^ 

Historical Record 

The Justice Department 
asked the 'Kennedy family 
to turn over theNX rays and 
photographs in the inter- 
ests of "the historical re- 
cord," and indirectly be- 
cause of recent books ch^p 
lenging the Warren Coni-' 
mission^ findings, depart- 
ment officials said. 

T h e J were, delivered 
Monday oh behalf of the 
President’s widow, Jac* 
quelifie, and his tWo broth- 
ers, Sen. Robert F. and*- 



(Ted) 
to the 
where 




Sen. Edward 
Kennedy (D-Mai 
National Archr 
they will be si 
* It was in 
reporters' “ qui 
the Justice Department re- 
vealed the government 
had acquired the material* H 
;■ Earlier Tuesday, acting ? 
A.tty> Gen. Ramsay* ‘Clark* j 
announced that the j 
government had taken, le- f 
gal title to the thousands 



d( 

mtesioii-) 

"I have deterrp|ned that 
the national interest re- 
quires the entire body of 
evidence considered^ 'by 
the President 1 * commis- 
sion on the assassination 
of President Kennedy and 
now in the possession of 
the United States/ to be 
Intact," H Clark 




preserved 
Said. 

This evid< 
so will be 
National 
ed the Italian- 
which the 
mission said Lee 



ce, which al- j 
,ced in the 



log 

,t8|r'ap _ 
tisfy the ] 

^ post-lDTl^re^ 

: The conditions gove 

Ing availability; of ' this 
material werV spelled out 
in an Oct/ 29/letter from 
Marshall to ’Lawson B. 

• Knott Jr./ administrator of 
the .General k Services Ad- 
ministration/ .parent ^orga- 
nization of the , archives. 
Justice Department offici- 
als said the letter, gilrphi- 




thortty of a law passed by | , - .... z 

•Congress a year ago. Par- i * ?°. r ?. wh ** ¥ 



ties who claM rights ti 
items of evidence have j 



year in which to sue for 
compensation. • v } * 

This presumably in- 
cludes John J. King, a Co- 
lorado gum’ collector ‘who 
claims that he paid. 0$-* 
w a 1 d r s widow, Marina,* 

$10,000 for the rifle an$La!; 

Smith & Wesson revolver 
with which”; the assassin^ 
killed Dallas Policeman J. 1 
D. Tippitt, according to • 
the commission’s findings. 

James. B. Rhoads, depu- 
ty archivist of the Nation- 
al Archives, said the 
government's legal acqui- 
s i i 1 o n of the evidence 
would have no Immediate • being given 
effect on the general pub- i the inveptj 
be. % Kennedy vas 

There will ba no publlo n ' 

exhibit of the items "In the 



}. { public exhibit of the cloth- 
j ' ing also is barreii, but the* 
— * other restrictions; are ; les§ , 
stringent than 1 thos^ 1 



covering the photographs^ 
f Authority /fete the 
g overnment to a ccej ifr/the 

ateriaHand th£ WsTric^o 
ions' fa contained IpVTT49 l" 
aw relating to Presirienti-^ 

igned -to' 1 racilitate/Pres- ’ 
Idents' tumingHjvef their, 
(papers tb-th^goveraaoent, , 
allo ws thftjdoh nr to specify j 

restrI6tibnflon trteh^ffse.’--' f 
In ansWSTtd a r^orterV 
i questip^ ^ 

' merit sp 
(knew of 



» reopening 1 
.the, ' 




foreseeable future -in the* 
interests of good taste/ he 
said. But the: acquisitions 
would benefit Individuals 
doing serious investiga- 
tive and research wprk, 
Rhoads added. [ 

* Because of the tight res* 
sections on availab'fHty?. 
of the photographs and » 
Xrays, It remains’ ques- ' 
tionable whether they will ' 
mute recent criticism of ; 
the Warren Commission's i 
work. ‘■3% i i 

Under the rgs&lcraijr^ 
the most vocW crflacs) 
would xpt be pernkted ac- J 
cess. A* Justice depart- 
ment official pointed 5 out, 
however, that nothing, 
bars these critics from 
naming a qualif ied phatho 
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V/ ASH ! N’GTDX — The family oi 
John F. Kennedy turned over tr 
’the government X ray* and autop*. 
^ photographs «f the latti President 
restriction* that may prevt -r 
iie genera! puhjjc from viewing 
hom for many years. '• 

The Ju^tuo Department ' 
Tuesday night there will be no pub- 
He di-play of the material picturing 
thf^sasS^mted President* massiv* 
wound at lea-t during the lives of 
his dose family, including his two 
young children. 

However, under conditions laid 
down by the President's widow and 
two broth eri. the photographic re* 
cord% will be Immediately available 
to any official federal agency. 

Unofficial Investigator?; can see 
the materia! onh* with the consent 
of the Kennedy family’s legal repre- 
s e ot at iv e, Burke Marshall, who 
sorted i> assintiint attorney general 
when Sen. Robert F. Kennedy iD- 
N.Y\) was attorney general. 

Infrequent Permission 

Justice Department officials said 
that granlim: any such consent 
would be exceptional during the 
first five years of the agreement. Af- 
ter five years, recognized experts in 
pathology and related sciences will 
be given access to the rpaterials at 
the discretion of the f^pnily repre- 
sentative. 

The materia! Includes H X rays, 
25 black-and-white oegat Ive* and 26 
color. 4-hy-.>foch transparencies — 
65 different pictures in all. They 
were taken during the three-hour 
autopsy performed at the Belhesda 
(Md.) Naval HrepUal the night of 
the assassination. Nov. 22, 1963* 

Much of the recent criticism of the 
Warren Commii-rirai's report on the 
assassination has focused on the fact 

that these nictnres have 
not been available. Some 
critics have contended 
that the material enukt 
-bed light on the nature 
of the President's wound* 
and provide information 
fundamental to their chal- 
lenge of the Warren re- 
port. 

However* Justice De- 
parttnent officials de- 
scribed the material Tues- 
day night as "corrobora- 
tive* of conclusion* 
reached by the Warren 
Comim^iorL. These officials 
also said rh* material did 
r tn -C£‘i rn r J ° arty of 



the commission;’" 

Th* , cooimi^-^n Rjsif . 
d -elded not io v *‘v: tfie X | 
rays ahd phobic r* r M., 

Jug Instead on tlrfi of i 
testimony* ffcv the Ihr-** f 
doctor* who performed •) 
the autopsy. The doctors ; 
tnak the posit toot .fushr* 
Department offiriala said, 
ih.H the mvitmal trott'd 
ivy. .idrl anything lo thrir 
trrifrnonv o- ch<j' C9*.th« 

views thcy.exprfi5s^- 

Dftrtnrs* Testimony 
, The doctors fr-rufied be> 
fOT 9 the Warren Com mi*- j 
*4on on March Ifv 1961. 
They said then that the 
an ra- I 

keri the nichr of the autop- 
wrre not developed ? 
that time hut invtead wen 
turned over by their su* 
periors to cither the FBI 
or the Secret Service. j 

1 Jusrice Department offl- | 
dais siid Tuesday night 
they could shed no light ! 
on how the Kennedy fami- ; 
Iv obtained the X rays anti 
, photographs- | 

The officials did sav j 
thiit two of the doctors. Jf. I 
J. Humes and J. Thornton j 
Bo ^ veil, both Navy com- * 
xnanders at the lime of th* 
autoo«y. auU^ntuglL 
Tuck.' iy the a rays In J 
phof.oc. aph* turned over 
to the government by the 
family* According to tb** 
officials, the two doctor* 
also said rhese X rays and 
photographs were ait that 
were taken. 

The third member n f 
the autopsy team. Army ! 
Col. Pierre A. Ftnck, is 
now in Vietnam,* 

Historical Record 
The Justice Department 
asked the Kennedy family 
to turn over the X ray>and 
photograph* in the “inter* 
eris of "the historical re- 
cord/ and indirectly be- 
cause of recent books ch^‘- 
lenging the Warren Cotu- 
misston's finding*, depart- 
ment officials raid. 

They were delivered 
Monday behalf of the 
President’; wi 4 ow, Jao 
quelme^and hfe tWo broth- 
ers.. Sen. Robert F. amf 
Sea* Edward &L Hedi 
Kennedy (D-?Jas&) tn the 
National Archives^ whco| I 
they will be juiml 
It was iir respnu-^ to 
reporters' q ue*t forts that 
the Justice Department re- 
v e a l e ri i he ^ivcmraerEt 
liad acquired the matermL j g 
Earlier Tuesday, acting » 
Aity. Gen. Ramse' Clark 
sitifciunced tr *t the 
gvvr mment had token le*, 
gal title to the ifwisanff* | 



dc^jned by the Warren Com- 

mterion. 

n i ho^ dr-e-mmrd that 
the national Interest re- 
c ":r* 'he ^ntfre biniy of 
evidence considered b^ 

the President's commis- 
w-:-n on the aSs&sslhatioa 
of President Kennedy and 
r, v v m th»- pos. 5 essimi of 

t'-e United .State; m hr the t^neral Sen-fees A 4 - 
preservrt Intact,’ Oark . t;v.^-,aU<sa, parent orrt- 



to‘ examine ’.be yhn- s 
togr^ph*. which could m t 
Hsfy th» Kennedy family^ 
po*.t-l i7l nrstriclionA 
r rb» cnnd/jor.a govem- 
! n z availairidt v' of this 
material were tp&ed ou? 
in an. Oct. 2 D letter from 
M^r-diatU to T^wson B. 
JCfiott Jr., admintnraror of 



ThL= evidence, which ?!- 
so will be placed in the 
National Archives, includ- 
ed the Italian-irtsde rifl# 
which the Warren Com- 
mission saM Lee Harvey 
Oswald used to kill 
Kennedy. 

Clark '^cted under a - 
thorlty of a law pasi^ri - 
Congress a year aim. Pr > 
ties who ciaira right* to 
items of w ; d-?i r»- have a 

year in which to sue tor 
compensation. 

T h l * presumably in- 
cludes John J. King. * Co 
lora*lo gnn cnllecfor who 
claims that he paid Os-* 
wald'i widow. Mp » : ~ . ' 
S 10.000 for the rifle and a . 



r.uatkm of he archie *. 
Justice r*epann!f.nt offki- 
als said the letter crimin- 
al -M dtogt^fn^* with 

ra rn l Iy's representative 
that exier*defio,ver a peri- 
od of weeks. 

The toner also* turned 
oyer to the archives the 
clothing* Mxv Kennedy 
wore when ho was killed, 
Puhiic exhibit of tlie^cioth- 
mg also is barred, but the 
other restrictions are Icsa 
. stringent than thbr’o 
covering the photographs. 
Authority for the 
government to accept th* 

material am iV* r»~* 
t tons is contained in a 1315 
5- r relating to PreskieniL 
■ . . # _ , r! libraries. The law. de- 

Smith ^Wes.son revolver, L c ^rd tn facilitate Pr^ 
with -^i ch the «sste4n» fetenU' tumir- ov-r their 
ttUc-d Dallas Polfccnwn J.f .anawn tr> the ttnt. rr.mrn! 

D. TippitL according to 
the comm ission's f inii ings. * • 

James B. Rhoads, depu- 
ty archivist of the Nation- 
al A r c. h ! r e 3 . said the 
government's legal acm;:- 



4J1 apeffs to the gov » r mnon: 
aU«r.vs the too- to t>ccU 



nstrkrion?T on their fct* J 
In -nvw*r to a r**pt*t*py* 
quest kuw»il 110* = re D*pari:-# 

# 



sitlon of the evidence Tkiftw •.'rf nn rorr^iderarion 
would have no Immediate ' ixung given to reopening 
effect on tbe general pub- the !nv* ■ the 

Iir^ Kenned>^as?^?*h kion. 

There win b* no pubTo """ “ r w --or- 

exhibit of the items ^m.fhe 



foreseeable future to ijv* 

Interests of grrvi he 

said. But Ihw: armifcpiinrv 
w^uld benefit toervufagto 

doing seriou* fhyextit: * 
tire and research uork, 
Rhoads added. 

Becat.^e of the tight re- 
strictions on arailablB'y 
of the nhotographs end 
Krays, It remains ques- 
tionable w hether they will 
mule recent crftlrir-m of 
tli« Warren Comroisstou’x 
work. 

Under the rystrlc^nt 
the gwt vixral rritiM 
w^«i!d ltot he pemSUtcd ac- ^ 
ce^s. a* Justice Depart- 
ment official pointed ouf, 
h o v e v e r» that nothing 
hers th*?e critics from 
naming a qualified phathrv 



